
10 Tips
t  o    S  a  v  e    M o n  e  y

On Your New 

Home



Dear Dreamer,

 So... you’ve been dreaming of building your perfect home for quite some 

time. You’ve been saving your money and you’ve been looking at lots. Your 

Pinterest board is fully stocked with brilliant photographs showing exactly how 

your kitchen is going to look and you are now ready to build. 

 To most, the design and construction process is confusing, tedious, 

involved, time consuming, and costly. We’ve been approached countless times 

by clients who are frustrated by the lack of information out there for people who 

are ready to build their dream home. It’s something that we all have had on our 

minds since we were little kids; afterall, it is the “American Dream”. But there has 

been little to no resources available in helping potential home builders achieve 

that dream. Our purpose is to help educate potential clients, would be home-

owners, and big dreamers through the process of designing and building your 

dream home.

 There is a way to get there and following these tips will get you there with a 

smile on your face and money in your pocket.

Sincerely,

Kinley C. Puzey, AIA 

Owner | Architect

kinley@onyxdesigncollective.com



Cost Saving TIP: The amount of money you 
will need to build is greatly affected by the 
square footage, location, and finish quality 
of your new home. The best way to save is 
limit or reduce the size of your home.

TIP 1: 
Know your budget 

 Makes sense doesn’t it? You might be surprised at how many people start 
a project and have no idea how much money they have to spend. To know where 
and how to best save your valuable money, first you have to know what you have to 
work with. You will need a budget number to give your architect so they can plan 
accordingly during the design. You’re architect should have a ballpark number for 
where your project is at in terms of project construction costs; but it helps to have a 
contractor or cost estimator involved throughout both the design process. By having 
both the designer and contractor working together throughout the process you can 
guarantee that your home will be done within your set budget. 
 Plan on having a min. 10-15% contingency fund. Construction costs are 
increasing and inevitably there will be something during the project that will be 
more than anyone could have expected. 
 If you’re not financially there yet, don’t rush it. Building a new home is a big 
investment and it’s better to have the money you need and a place you can afford 
then to risk getting in over your head.



Project Cost Breakdown: This 
diagram shows where your 
biggest expenses are on a 
project. 

Hard Construction Cost Breakdown: As you 
can see in this diagram interior finishes 
typically equate to the largest portion of 
construction costs. 

Cost Saving TIP: One of the main areas that 
impacts project costs is finish selection. 
In this area you and your interior designer 
have the most impact on reducing 
expenses. 



TIP 2: 
Involve professionals early on

 If you’re thinking about building a new home in the next couple of years, 
now is the time to reach out to professionals. No need to wait. It doesn’t matter 
what phase you’re in, by reaching out to qualified professionals you can get your 
questions answered early and stay ahead of the game. Who knows you may gain 
valuable insights that can save you in the long run. Like, maybe that lot you’re 
looking at building on isn’t even buildable. Or maybe you can get a good deal on a 
lot that others thought was unbuildable but they didn’t have the skills or know how 
to make it work. It’s never to early to get an architect on board. 
 Because architects work a lot with local municipalities they know about 
zoning issues, easements, height restrictions and other codes, covenants, and 
restrictions. They can help you determine if a lot is going to meet your end needs.

1: initial lot 2: setbacks 3: height restrictions at setbacks 4: height restrictions 5: Overlay of view corridor restriction

6: overlay of all restrictions 7: buildable area 8: buildable area w/ 3 story 9: option 1 (3) story tiered levels 10: option 2 (2) story with gable



TIP 3: 
Form a solid team  

 Your design and construction team is critical to the success of your project. Do your 
research. It’s expensive to build and your home is an investment. Make sure you do your do 
diligence. Don’t make a decision solely off of who has the lowest fees. The most important 
part is that you feel they have your interests at heart. Choose a team that shows that they will 
be with you and have your back when issues arise. 
 Make sure that you meet the architect, designer, contractor and other professionals 
you plan to hire prior to getting started. Interview them. Find out how they work. Make 
sure you are comfortable with them, their experience, and their skill set. You will spend a 
lot of time with your team throughout the process and they will either save you or cost you 
thousands of dollars.
 Make sure that you’ve done your research on what questions to ask. Make sure they 
have time in their schedules to give your project the attention it deserves. Ask them how they 
resolve issues in design and in construction. It doesn’t matter how good of an architect or 
contractor you find there will be some issue that you will need to resolve. So pick someone 
that you can trust and that will help you navigate the process.

The typical new construction project involves 
the following individuals:

1. Client
2. Architect
3. Contractor
4. Structural Engineer
5. Civil Engineer (sloped or complex lots)
6. *Interior Designer
7. *Lighting Designer
8. *Landscape Designer

* Not required for permit but 
recommended



Passive Sustainable Stratagies Include:

- Solar Orientation
- Daylighting
- Natural Ventilation
- Thermal Mass
- Passive Heating and Cooling

TIP 4: 
Passive sustainable design

 Your building plot has a lot of potential to save you money over the life of your 
home. Make sure to take advantage of it! Solar angles, wind patterns, and shadow studies 
take a huge toll on your home’s energy bill over it’s lifetime. By implementing passive green 
solutions into your design you are essentially creating a more energy smart home for free! It’s 
free because you are still building the same amount of home but you are designing it in such 
a way that it works with your site and the solar orientation of your home.
 This design thought is incorporated through the entire project and involves every 
aspect of your home. Passive sustainable strategies involve everything from the types of 
materials used, to the size and placement of windows, to the type of insulation in your walls 
and so on. 
 To get the most bang for your buck, passive solar strategies need to be implemented 
up front during the design phase of a new construction project. These strategies are hard 
to incorporate as an afterthought or once a project is constructed. Most home builders do 
not include this as an option in their standard floor plans. To take advantage of passive 
sustainable solutions you will need to work with an architect and a skilled contractor to 
incorporate these strategies into your home.



TIP 5: 
Get finalized drawings before moving 
into construction

 By having the design finalized and on paper it saves a lot of guesswork when it comes time to 
bid. Contractors are builders and typically prefer to know exactly what they need to provide. This helps 
in getting more competitive bids from subcontractors, as everyone is bidding on the exact same thing. 
Making decisions during construction often is a place where a lot of money and time is lost. 
 Don’t rush the design. Make sure everything is in the drawings and stick to them as much as 
possible during construction. I repeatedly get calls from frustrated home owners who try to skip this 
step. They start the construction or remodel process with either no plans or with plans that have little to 
no detail. In the end they end up paying more because now the design process needs to be rushed, or 
decisions need to be made because the contractor needs the design to move forward.
 Design changes done while in construction will easily cost you 3 to 4 times more than it would 
have cost if it had been incorporated in the drawings from the start.



TIP 6: 
Take advantage of 3D modeling

 If a picture is worth a 1000 words then a 3D model is worth a million. 

 Unless you’re an architect, engineer, contractor, or designer you probably don’t look 
at construction drawings all day. From our experience, the typical home owner can’t get a 
good sense of what their home is going to look like by looking at a 2D floor plan. This can 
be problematic as this is often the only thing you have to inform you on what your home is 
going to look like and how it will function. 
 Which is why we include 3D modeling as a standard when we’re designing. And we 
do it at no additional cost. It doesn’t matter if it’s a simple shed or a million dollar custom 
home we model it in 3D. We feel it is invaluable to ensure that everyone from the client and 
their spouse, to the architect, and contractor are all on the same page. 
 By using the latest in 3D modeling we’re able to avoid a lot of issues that may not 
be discovered until construction. We model as much of the house as possible to ensure that 
everything is going to come together without issues. For key features of the home we will do 
multiple schemes to determine which option is going to look and function the best.
 So.... Unless you feel comfortable with looking at plans or you really trust your 
designer I would recommend you find a designer that includes 3D modeling in their design 
process. It will save you the guesswork and ensure that you’re using a designer that is at the 
top of their industry.



TIP 7: 
Don’t over build

 The best way to minimize and save money on your new home is by 
minimizing your built square footage. Now I’m not saying you need to live in a one 
room cabin, albeit that is the most inexpensive way to build, this approach may or 
may not fit with your lifestyle, family situation, or give you the modern conveniences 
such as indoor plumbing. 
 Rather, I would recommend you minimize your footprint by designing only 
for the space you need now, but with thought for the future. How much space do 
you need to fit your lifestyle? Do you entertain in your home? Is there an opportunity 
to use outdoor space for this? An indoor-outdoor space is a great way at saving 
building costs while maximizing your usable space. It’s also a great opportunity to 
include a design feature that can be the heart of your home. 
 Going bigger isn’t always better. Wasted space creates areas for increased 
HVAC loads and can significantly increase the cost of construction. Take advantage 
of every square foot of space in order to maximize functionality, increase storage, 
and add value to your home. Your architect will be able to help you maximize your 
home’s potential while minimizing your home’s footprint. It is very possible to have a 
smaller home but design it in such a way that it “lives big” and fits your needs.



TIP 8: 
Prioritize your needs and 
wants

 Itemize what spaces, features, and elements are critical and what items 
would be nice to have. By breaking down each space and feature in this way you 
are better able to see where areas can be cut back in order to maintain or reach a 
desired budget. Your designer can also use this list to design your home in the most 
efficient way. 



TIP 9: 
Active sustainable design

 In TIP 4, we discussed passive sustainable design strategies but another 
way to save in the long run is investing upfront in active sustainable design 
strategies. If you can put more money up front into sustainable resources such as 
solar, wind, geothermal, or radiant floor heating/cooling you will save yourselves a 
significant amount of money over the life of your home. These active systems are 
incorporated into your home and better capture natural energy and increase internal 
comfort and reduce dependence on more expensive energy use systems.

Active Sustainable Stratagies Include:

- Solar Array
- Geothermal
- Wind Generated Power
- Hydro Electricity
- Solar Hot Water Heating
- Radiant Floor Heating



TIP 10:
Use recycled or low 
maintenance materials

 A great way to add interest to your project and save a bit of money is by 
reusing old materials in a different way. It may not make sense to use them in large 
quantities but these elements often add a new life to your space and can create a 
unique feature that makes your project stand out. 
 For both interior and exterior finish materials you will want to choose 
materials that will last and that will look good over time. If you’ve owned a home in 
the past, you know how much maintenance is necessary to keep a home looking 
good and functioning as it gets older. Installing durable materials that require little 
maintenance will save you from reaching in your pocket to update them and pay for 
costly repairs.

The Whitehorse House:

- $30k construction budget
- Mud plaster interior wall finish
- Reclaimed pallet rain screen facade
- 8 reclaimed telephone poles act as the 
structure
- Solar Hot Water Heating
- Radiant Floor Heating
- Reclaimed aluminum exterior panels
- Relcaimed corrugated metal siding



801.699.7801
kinley@onyxdesigncollective.com
www.onyxdesigncollective.com

ONYX Design Collective

For more specific ways to save costs and add value to 
your project, reach out to us! We would love to hear 
from you. To schedule your project consultation, contact 
ONYX Design Collective using the information below.


